
Harry & Rose Samson Family
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

2018 Community Impact Report

Wellness | Education | Community



To Our Family of Members,

Thank you for 昀椀nding your center at the J.

We’re honored to share the 2018 Community Impact Report with you – the partners, 

investors, and friends who have made the impact possible. Together, we continue to build an 

inclusive and safe destination for the entire community to live Jewishly, celebrate our values, 

and 昀椀nd their own center here at the Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish Community Center. 

Because of the investments you make in our mission and programs – with your time, talents, 

and assets – 2018 will always be remembered as a year of more inclusion, more values, and 

more community.

With partners like you, we empower our friends and neighbors to 昀椀nd their centers for 
wellness, education, and social services. From the important connections that are built at our 

camps, in our classrooms, and in the small moments of friendship and shared values – your 

support makes the J more than a building.

We thank you for everything you do to build centers throughout our community, for your 

commitment to our vision for the future, and for the investment you make in the families we 

serve together. 

B’Shalom,

Joe Kasle Mark Shapiro
Chair, Board of Directors President & Chief Executive O昀케cer

Message from the Chair of the Board 
and the President & Chief Executive O昀케cer

Israel Trip Sta昀昀 Pictured

Back Row: Chad Tessmer, Jesse Rosen, 
Tommy Jostad, Ruth Wallace, 

Mark Gutman, Jody Hirsh, Sean Meyer, 
Heather Spencer 

Middle Row: Julie Lookatch, Stephanie 
Wezelman, Jess Lanke, Beth Alling, 

Rachel Wittli昀昀, Lisa Kulakow

Front Row: Sarah Siegel, Carissa Mindt, 
Rabbi Shari Shamah,  Heidi Gould,  

Elyse Cohn

Cover Photo: Rainbow Day Camp camper Cyril Hedman with his counselor Frank Kulaszewicz

“I want to help bring people 

to Israel because having the 

experience of being there 

truly brings it alive. Everyone 

should have the opportunity 

to learn 昀椀rsthand about 

this country’s history; 

its complicated politics; 

and its many advances in 

medicine, technology and 

agriculture—not to mention 

to see how Israelis have 

turned the desert green! In 

my opinion, Israel’s beauty is 

unsurpassed.”

- Dottie Rotter, 
on underwriting the sta昀昀 Israel trip

Merton (z”l) & Dottie Rotter

A Life-changing Journey: 
JCC Sta昀昀 Israel Trip

When the 19 fortunate sta昀昀 members of the Harry & Rose Samson Family 
JCC left for Israel on February 11, 2018, they knew the experience would 

have a lasting impact 
that would reach 
far beyond their 
work life. The trip 
used Israel as a 
living classroom to 
deepen participants’ 
leadership skills, 
their personal 
connection to Israel, 
and collaborative 
teamwork. 

Sta昀昀 participants 
required a nomination 
by their supervisors 

and a rigorous application process. Although they traveled together and 
saw the same things, each person on this trip had a very di昀昀erent, personal 
experience. Some of the travelers grew spiritually, some developed 
lasting friendships, some discovered a deep connection to the land, and all 
endeavored to better understand the complexities of a nation caught up 
in political, religious and social struggles. This life-changing trip was made 
possible by the generosity of Dottie Rotter and the Merton & Dorothy 
Rotter Endowment Fund.

Dottie, her late husband, Mert, of blessed memory, and their family always 
shared a deep love for Israel. Dottie says, “My generation remembers what 
it was like before there was an Israel; when no one wanted the Jews. Now 
there is a place where we are accepted with open arms and I can’t think 
of anything more important than that.” The Merton & Dorothy Rotter 
Endowment Fund supports Israel-related programming at the JCC. Through 
her generous philanthropy, Dottie has helped many people experience 
Israel for themselves. From our Camp Interlaken teenagers to our family of 
sta昀昀, the Rotters have been instrumental in ensuring that as many people 
as possible can have the journey of a lifetime. 

Immediately following the trip, JCC Chief Marketing O昀케cer Chad Tessmer 
re昀氀ected, “There’s no replacement for walking the streets, breathing the 
air, and experiencing the life that happens in Israel. I can’t wait to get to 
work and bring some portion of that back for our community.” And truly, 
the impact of the sta昀昀 Israel trip can be seen throughout the JCC—from the 
vibrant photography exhibit in our Main Street display case that showcases 
the trip, to the Main Street shuk (marketplace) run by our Gan Ami early 
childhood students. The JCC has hosted and 
celebrated Israeli musicians, authors, chefs, and 
artists this past year and strives to infuse a taste 
of Eretz Yisrael in all it does. 

Less visible is how this trip personally impacted 
each participant. As Chief Financial O昀케cer 
Tommy Jostad shared, “Every moment of our 
Israel trip reminded me that there is something 
bigger than the individual and we can always 
strive to do better for each other.”

 Gan Ami Shuk at the J
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‘Praying with Their Feet’:
Building Community Yad B’yad (Hand in Hand)

Susannah Heschel and Bernice King were 
children in 1965 when their fathers, Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., marched from Selma to 
Montgomery, campaigning for voting 
rights. When Rabbi Heschel returned from 
the march, he referred to the experience 
as “praying with my feet.” 

More than 50 years later, following in their 
fathers’ footsteps, the two daughters of 
the civil rights movement shared the stage 
for the 昀椀rst time at a free community 
program at the Pabst Theater on March 
4th, 2018. Hosted by the Harry & Rose 
Samson Family JCC and the Milwaukee 
Urban League, and moderated by WUWM’s 
Bonnie North, “Praying with Their Feet” 
was a conversation to invigorate a new 
generation on civil rights and examine 
the current state of Jewish/African-American interaction. More than 300 
people, members from both communities, attended.

Bernice King spoke about the common ground between the Jewish and 
African-American communities, as acts of hatred and discrimination 
continue to surface across the country. She advocated for renewing the 
two communities’ connection, saying, “The history of oppression for both is 
where the connection is, and we need to keep that alive in each generation.” 

Susannah Heschel encouraged American Jews to recognize how deeply 
engrained discrimination is for African-Americans. “What is it like to be black 
in this country? When the police stop my car, I don’t fear for my life. That’s a 
big issue, a big di昀昀erence.”

“For decades the Jewish community has actively involved itself in the civil 
rights movement as a re昀氀ection of the value of Tikkun Olam, repairing 
the world,” according to Jody Hirsh, JCC Judaic Education Director. “We 
conceived ‘Praying with Their Feet’ and additional programming to foster 
dialogue between the Jewish and African-American communities.”

“It was a great privilege to bring these 
accomplished, exceptional women 
to Milwaukee and to learn from their 
experiences, perspectives, and memories,” 
said JCC President & Chief Executive 
O昀케cer Mark Shapiro. “Never has it been 
clearer that we have a responsibility to 
learn from our shared pasts, to understand 
the importance of partnership between 
our communities, and to open the lines 
of dialogue and confront the challenges 

Milwaukee faces. This event was a perfect representation of the role the 
JCC serves in our community--Jewishly and beyond.” 

“Praying with Their Feet” was sponsored in part by Herb Kohl Philanthropies. It was 
part of the JCC Tapestry: Arts & Ideas series, “200 Days that Changed Milwaukee” 
programming to commemorate the 昀椀ftieth anniversary of Milwaukee’s Fair Housing 
Marches. Programming included a photography exhibit at the JCC entitled, “Black. 
Leadership. Milwaukee.” by local photographer James Seder (see photos, left).

Susannah Heschel and Bernice King onstage 
together for the 昀椀rst time at the Pabst 

Theater on March 4, 2018, with moderator 
Bonnie North. Behind them, a photo from the 
1963 March on Washington for Civil Rights.

Dr. King  & Professor Heschel

Committee
Co-Chairs: Dr. Steven & Rusti Mo昀케c

Tracy Askotzky
Jane Chernof
Nina Edelman

Ellen Flesch
Susan Friebert

Rebecca Holderness
Pam Kriger
Sheri Levin

Ronna Bromberg Pachefsky
Dr. Carol Pohl

Bev Richey
Dr. Gillian Rodger

Sandra Stark
Hazzan Jeremy Stein

Ken Stein
Steven Wallace
Clarice Zucker

Past Chair: Suzy Ettinger

Cecelia Gore, Brewers Community 
Foundation (see story, page 9)

Ashanti Hamilton, City of 
Milwaukee Alderman

BLACK. LEADERSHIP. MILWAUKEE. 
James Seder

Lasting Improvements at Our Day and Overnight Camps

Cabin Levi: Ready for 50 More Years
Our dear friend Roberta Forman (z”l) loved camp – she loved day camp, 
she loved overnight camp, and most of all she loved Jewish camp. In the 
past, Roberta had supported the Camp Interlaken Bridge to Our Future 
Preservation Campaign, and her contribution for the Judaic Playground 
at Rainbow Day Camp was a dream come true for her. Roberta’s last, 
generous contribution to Camp Interlaken before she passed away 
was given to renovate a cabin. This past summer, with four of her 
grandchildren at camp, Cabin Levi was re-dedicated in loving memory of 
an amazing woman. 
Pictured: Four of Roberta Forman’s ten grandchildren (l-r), campers Jonah Hyman & Max 
Hyman, Ozo Mira Sellman, and camper Adam Gerken. Cousins rock!

It Takes Bobbi to Make a Village
Every summer, Bobbi Dinkin comes to visit the Albert & Ann Deshur JCC 
Rainbow Day Camp, and every summer she drives under the sign bearing 
her parents’ names. Albert & Ann Deshur (z”l) were active members of 
the community with a love of all things related to children, Judaism and 
Milwaukee. L’dor v’dor; their children and grandchildren are all enthusiastic 
supporters of camp, too. Bobbi’s generous contribution to camp helped 
us 昀椀nish the last two unrenovated cabins and the bathroom up on the 
wooded hill beyond the Bayit. The new Dinkin Activity Village includes 
Sandy’s Lodge (a gift from Suzy Ettinger), Woodland Lodge, and Bobbi’s 
Lodge and is a hub for activities like model trains, Legos, dance, ceramics, 
woodworking and sewing. The Village would not have been possible 
without Bobbi’s generosity! Pictured: Bobbi’s Lodge

Fish and frogs and bugs, oh my!
The old saying goes, give a man a 昀椀sh and you feed him for a day; teach a man to 
昀椀sh and you feed him for a lifetime. Well, teaching children to 昀椀sh, to play, to make 
friends, to care for the earth…these important lessons of childhood have always 
been central to the Kass Family. Stan and Lee Kass (z”l) raised a family of boys who 
all learned these core values – and learned them well. Mark, Michael, and Lenny have 
shared that legacy not only with their own families, but with thousands of children 
through their generous contribution to build “The Pond” at the Albert & Ann Deshur 
JCC Rainbow Day Camp. It’s a peaceful, re昀氀ective space away from the bustle of day 
camp life, where children can contemplate the natural world and their relationship to 
it. This new addition to camp is the cherry on the sundae of camp’s nature program, 
and we are thankful to the Kass Family for making it possible. He’s got a big one on the line!

Around the World in 7 Races
Seven marathons. On seven continents. In seven days. 

It sounds like a challenge beyond measure, an amazing adventure, and 
a bit meshuggeneh (crazy)! But apparently, when our beloved Steve 
& Shari Sadek Family Camp Interlaken JCC will reap the bene昀椀ts, no 
challenge is too great. Our special thanks to meshuggeneh racers and 
intrepid Interlaken alums, Mitch Moser and David Samson, who named 
Camp Interlaken as a 777 Marathon bene昀椀ciary. Thanks also to the 
many generous donors who honored Team “Hold the Plane” runners 
with their contributions. The funds received enabled Camp to renovate 
Cabin Reuben. Pictured: Camp Interlaken Director Toni Davison Levenberg and Camp 
Committee Chair and 777 participant Mitch Moser a昀케x the mezuzah to Cabin Reuben.
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The Plavnick Family Gives Back through 
Volunteering and a Lasting Endowment

Committee
Mitch Moser, Chair

Laurel Bear
Aaron Bernstein

Karee Bilsky
Randie Collier
Ari Domnitz
Andy Enders

Larry Golopol
Graham Ho昀昀man

Mara Karlin
Dale Kunin
Jon Mann

Sharyl Paley
Sheryl Rubin
Bryan Sado昀昀
Cindi Samson

Laurie Shapiro
Jesse Sondel
Ian Wagan
CJ Wagner
Jodi Weber

Dina Weinbach
Sylvia Winter

Diane Zall

Past Committee  Chairs/Co-Chairs
Laurel Bear
Dean Ellis

Jordan Fink
Art Grossman

Linda Hay*
Leonard Loeb*

Fran & Ron Meyers
Irv Peckarsky*
Marilyn Pelz

Jerold Perlstein*
Sheryl Rubin
James Sweet
Sylvia Winter
Jim Zucker*

Camp Director  Toni Davison Levenberg
Asst. Camp Director Mark Gutman

Program Director Tova Blasberg
Camp Services Coord. Beth Alling

*of blessed memory

Jill Plavnick describes her family’s relationship to the Steve & Shari Sadek 
Family Camp Interlaken JCC by proudly declaring, “We are a Camp family.” 
Jill, her husband Jay, and their two children, David and Lauren, were all 
campers and still have friends from Camp who live all over the country.

Jill and her brothers, Roger and Steve Grande, were Interlaken campers, 
and she and daughter Lauren were Interlaken counselors. The Plavnick 
family, who live in Mequon, spent 昀椀ve consecutive summers with dear 
friends at Family Camp when Howard Wagan was Camp Director. Jay said, 
“Interlaken’s Family Camp inspired our journey to get closer to Camp and 
send our children there.” Family Camp also ultimately inspired Jay to give 
back through his service as a lay leader on the Camp Interlaken committee. 
His many years on the committee saw the appointment of Toni Davison 
Levenberg as Camp Director, a very successful “Bridge to our Future” capital 
campaign with signi昀椀cant improvements to Camp’s infrastructure and a 
50th anniversary alumni reunion. 

Both Jill and Jay started their separate JCC journeys at the JCC on Prospect 
Avenue, where they participated in sports and BBYO—although they 
didn’t know each other then. When Lauren and David were toddlers, they 
attended Gan Ami Mequon, and the entire family enjoyed many parenting 
and family programs in the Harold & Terry Nash Family Parenting Center 
in White昀椀sh Bay. Lauren had her Bat Mitzvah in the JCC’s Daniel M. Soref 
Community Hall the 昀椀rst year it was completed. Jay still works out at the 
JCC every day. 

The Plavnicks always intended to do something to ensure Camp’s future. 
“We want to help continue the magic of camp昀椀res and Shabbat services 
on Lake Finley for generations to come. It is so important that kids have a 
positive Jewish experience. It’s a place you feel safe,” Jill said.

In May 2018 as part of the Create a Jewish Legacy program of the 
Milwaukee Jewish Federation, Jill and Jay established the Plavnick Family 
Camp Interlaken Endowment for long term support of Camp Interlaken.

“We always intended to show others that it is meaningful to have a cause. 
Interlaken is very dear to us and we want it to continue for generations,” 
said Jay. 

For Jill, her reason to leave this Legacy is simple: “Camp Interlaken is my 
favorite place in the world.”

David, Jill, Jay, & Lauren Plavnick

Warm Bowls Make for Warm Souls.
Milwaukee Empty Bowls and the Jewish Community Pantry
Some say that chicken soup is “Jewish penicillin.” The dedicated volunteers 
at Milwaukee Empty Bowls might say that chicken soup—as well as tomato 
bisque, corn chowder, chili con carne and dozens more—is social action in a 
bowl.

Milwaukee Empty Bowls is an all-volunteer, non-pro昀椀t organization that 
uses art to heighten hunger awareness and raise funds that help food 
pantries and meal programs in Milwaukee. Each October, the organization 
holds an annual fundraiser, where the public can purchase a beautiful bowl 
made by artists, teachers and students, and then sample soups from nearly 
three dozen local restaurants—accompanied by breads donated by local 
bakeries. Guests take their bowls home to serve as a reminder that there 
are always empty bowls in our community. Milwaukee Empty Bowls has 
been carrying on this mission since 1999.

In 2018, the Jewish Community Pantry was among six fortunate recipients 
sharing the proceeds of the Milwaukee Empty Bowls event. We also had 
the opportunity to be present at the event—held on Sunday, October 14, 
2018—to share our Pantry stories with the attendees. 

Thanks to the support of Milwaukee Empty Bowls, the Jewish Community 
Pantry is building organizational capacity to serve clients and volunteers 
better. We are launching a digital volunteer management system so 
volunteers can submit schedule preferences and self-schedule their 
shifts from their phones or home computers. New tablets at the Pantry 
enable volunteers to check in and out of their shifts. The digital volunteer 
management system will make volunteering at our Pantry easier, freeing up 
valuable time for Pantry sta昀昀, who can use this extra time to build volunteer 
capacity with Milwaukee universities, community groups, and individuals. 

The Pantry is also using funds from Milwaukee Empty Bowls to purchase 
a dual-sided card printer for client ID cards and wall-mounted 昀氀at screen 
televisions for educational videos in our waiting areas. These items will 
enhance the client experience and support our visitors who hope to eat a 
healthier diet, with videos introducing information on healthy foods, simple 
food preparation techniques, and a昀昀ordable healthy recipes. 

The Jewish Community Pantry is supported by the Hunger Task Force Emergency 
Pantry Network and is co-sponsored by Women’s Philanthropy of the Milwaukee Jewish 
Federation.

“The Jewish Community 

Pantry relies on funding 

organizations such as 

Milwaukee Empty Bowls 

to support the work that 

we do to address food 

insecurity in Milwaukee. 

With the generous funding 

we received from the 2018 

Milwaukee Empty Bowls 

event, our Pantry will build 

organizational capacity and 

better serve our clients.” 

- Dorene Paley, 
Jewish Community Pantry Director

Jack Padek, Chair

Howard Wagan, Chair

Sta昀昀
Dorene Paley, Pantry Director

Heidi Gould, Pantry Advocacy Coord.

Mona Cohen, Director of Adult 
Programs & Community Services

(l-r) Jewish Community Pantry sta昀昀 Dorene Paley  
& Mona Cohen with Jeannée Sacken, Dr. Michael Briselli  
& June Kallman at Milwaukee Empty Bowls

4 5

https://www.campinterlaken.org/?jccmilwaukee.org/programs/art-ideas/
https://www.jccmilwaukee.org/programs/community/jewish-community-pantry/


Namaste: Chaverim ‘Yoga with Minda’ 
helps mind and body thrive
In spring 2016, our JCC Special Needs Coordinator was listening to a 
Chaverim member share a traumatic experience she had while waiting 
for the city bus. The woman exhibited a high level of stress and anxiety as 
she told her story; one can only imagine the actual experience. This brief 
conversation led JCC sta昀昀 to look into providing wellness programming for 
Chaverim to help this woman and other Chaverim members decrease stress 
and anxiety through relaxation and visualization strategies.

Chaverim, the Hebrew word for “friends,” is a JCC program that provides 
social, educational, and recreational opportunities to adults who live 
with a range of disabilities. Activities are designed to help adults with 
special needs feel like they’re part of the community. Through Chaverim, 
participants gain a sense of belonging, satisfaction and an active social life. 

Minda Devorkin, a Yoga instructor at the JCC who teaches the STARS 
(Students that are Really Special) Yoga class for the JCC Center of Inclusion 
and Special Needs, was eager to start a monthly Chaverim Yoga class 
when approached. Minda is a certi昀椀ed Yoga instructor with an MSW and a 
background in working with people who live with disabilities. 

Initially, the class had an attendance of 15-18 individuals, who practiced 
Yoga seated in chairs. Many of the members have muscle rigidity—a 
condition frequently seen in people with developmental disorders—and 
balance di昀케culties. The chairs aided in stability and their fear of falling. 
Touching their toes from a seated position was di昀케cult.

Despite the physical challenges, participants loved the class—in particular, 
the visualization and relaxation experiences at the end, during “resting 
pose.” Word spread quickly, and attendance increased rapidly. Beginning 
in fall 2018, a second Chaverim “Yoga with Minda” class was added; it 
now meets twice monthly. Attendance in both classes is regularly 24-28 
participants. 

Over the past two years, participants have grown tremendously in muscle 
strength, coordination, balance and 昀氀exibility. Half the class can now 
balance and do Yoga poses on 昀氀oor mats. Moreover, participants show 
a decrease in anxiety and an increase in using strategies, like breathing 
techniques and visualization, to cope with stressful situations. 

One of the regular Chaverim Yoga students, a Special Olympian golfer, 
shared with sta昀昀, “Yoga really helps me stretch and focus.” His story 
demonstrates how he was able to generalize what he learned in Yoga and 
apply those skills to another aspect of his life.

“I just wanted to say how 

thankful we are for the 

JCC and the Chaverim 

programs you are o昀昀ering. 

We have noticed such a 

change in [our daughter] 

since attending JCC 

programming. She is 

happier, eager to try new 

things and de昀椀nitely looks 

forward to all events.” 

-Mom of a Chaverim client

L’dor V’dor (V’dor)
How one family’s JCC journey leads to two new endowment funds

“For our family, the JCC is truly home.”

Felicia Miller recalled that from the time she and her husband Jamie 
were young children, to when they had children of their own, the JCC has 
provided their whole family with a safe, Jewish communal environment— a 
place to meet, learn and grow spiritually.

The JCC in Canton, Ohio, where Jamie grew up, served as a home away 
from home for him, where he spent countless hours playing basketball 
with friends. Jamie’s love of sports was passed along to daughters Erin and 
Hilary, and the JCC provided a supportive athletic environment for them 
as they grew up. From their mother, the girls inherited a passion for Camp 
Interlaken; and like Felicia—who attended Interlaken for 10 years as both 
camper and counselor—they made Interlaken their summer home for many 
years, including time spent at Family Camp.

“At both Camp Interlaken and Rainbow Day Camp, Erin and Hilary were able 
to create and understand the importance of community while living their 
Jewish values,” Felicia shared.

Jamie’s engagement as a community leader naturally led him to our JCC—
昀椀rst as a co-chair of the 2015 JCC Maccabi Games, and then as board chair 
from 2016-2018. During his tenure, he was inspired by the Rainbow Day 
Camp Committee when they established an endowment to honor Lenny 
Kass’ leadership as Camp Director. That inspiration moved Jamie to also 
establish an endowment—this one to honor JCC President & CEO Mark 
Shapiro. The Mark Shapiro Sta昀昀 Enrichment Endowment Fund helps JCC 
sta昀昀 seek greater expertise to serve our constituents. Surprising Mark with 
this honor at a board meeting gave Jamie great joy.

As Jamie’s term as board chair was coming to an end, Felicia and the girls 
wanted to surprise him with a lasting honor. Naturally, they thought of 
establishing an endowment in Jamie’s name: the James L. Miller L’dor V’dor 
(from generation to generation) Leadership Endowment Fund.

“Jamie had the pleasure and privilege of working with Mark and the 
incredible JCC sta昀昀, as well as an amazing group of dedicated lay 
leaders,” Felicia explained, adding, “The most meaningful way to honor 
Jamie’s legacy of service to the JCC was to create a leadership cultivation 
endowment in his name.”

Jamie was overwhelmed by this beautiful gift, agreeing that it was both 
meaningful and appropriate. “The commitment of the professionals and 
volunteers make our JCC the heart and soul of our Jewish community,” 
he said, “and it is important to ensure that resources be available to help 
cultivate that leadership for generations to come.” 

From Jamie and Felicia to Erin and Hilary, our Jewish future is in loving 
hands. L’dor V’dor.

“The JCC sta昀昀 has created 

a culture in which donors 

understand that the JCC 

is a remarkable place to 

invest and where donors feel 

great about supporting the 

mission. That’s what inspired 

me to give back.”

- Jamie Miller,
on why he created the Mark Shapiro Sta昀昀 

Enrichment Endowment Fund

“This endowment gift is a 

great source of pride for our 

family and speaks volumes 

about just how much the JCC 

community means to us.”

- Felicia Miller,
on establishing the James L. Miller 

L’dor V’dor Leadership Endowment Fund in 
her husband’s honor

Jamie, Felicia, Erin & Hilary Miller

Jamie receiving news of his new endowment 
fund at the JCC annual meeting in June

Chaverim member Allan Riskin holds a pose.
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Rainbow Day Camp’s ‘Road to Rainbow’
Building Friendship & Leadership Across Diverse Communities

Since 2010, the Albert & Ann Deshur JCC Rainbow Day Camp has partnered 
with organizations like United Community Center and Journey House to 
bring underserved children to camp—youth who would otherwise never 
have this summer experience. Through the inclusive “Road to Rainbow” 
program, 25-30 children from each organization are integrated for one or 
two weeks of Rainbow Day Camp at no cost to them, thanks to generous 
funders. Summer 2018 welcomed nearly 400 young people from low-income 
neighborhoods to camp through Road to Rainbow.

Rainbow Day Camp Director Lenny Kass recognized that a continuation of 
Road to Rainbow for older teens would be bene昀椀cial for the teens and for 
camp itself. He envisioned a modi昀椀ed Counselor-In-Training (CIT) program 
that would provide leadership development and job preparedness training, 
readying these young adults to enter the workforce. What’s more, Lenny 
made sure the teens were paid, as summer jobs can be hard to come by 
when you’re a high schooler. 

A generous grant from Bader Philanthropies made Lenny’s dream a reality 
in summer 2018, with 22 teens signing on for this new program. With 12 
teens working over camp’s 昀椀rst session and 10 working during second 
session, each cohort combined City of Milwaukee and North Shore suburban 
young adults. 

The new CIT program was overwhelmingly successful, surpassing even 
Lenny’s expectations. Comments from the teens on evaluations distributed 
at the end of each session indicated increased con昀椀dence in their own 
abilities and in taking positive risks:

 “I tried new things that I may not have ever tried.”

“I feel I gained con昀椀dence in leading activities for all ages.”

“I went outside my comfort zone.”

“I developed skills to be a leader in school.”

Lenny was also surprised at how well the groups in each session 
bonded. The teens came from such di昀昀erent backgrounds, yet they 
developed strong connections and friendships. This greatly contributed 
to the program’s success. Some commented in their evaluations on the 
relationships they made:

“I met lots of new friends that I will stay in touch with.” 

“I made great memories and new friends.”

“I built relationships with others and [developed] new skills.”

A father of a suburban teen told Lenny that the program was “an 
unbelievable experience” for his daughter, adding that their community 
has virtually no diversity, and that he was grateful to camp for exposing his 
daughter to a diverse community.

A teen from agency partner Journey House told our CIT director, “If I didn’t 
come to this program, I’d be sitting in the house watching TV.” He loved his 
experience and plans to return next summer.

We will bring the summer CITs back together for school year sessions 
February through May, where we can see if the program has made a lasting 
di昀昀erence for them. For at least two CITs we know it has—they are working 
for Lenny’s Saturday sports programs.

Committee
Monica Arnstein, Co-Chair
Seth Wahlberg, Co-Chair
Nancy Appel

Sami Stein Avner

Lisa Bodner

Nicole Boemer

Jori Broidy

Sandi Deshur

Stephanie Dykeman

Daniel Einhorn

Je昀昀 Fishbach
Matt Honigman

Frannie Kaczor

Wendy Mayer

Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes

Samara Shapiro

Chris Steeno

Matthew Wichman

Lenny Kass, Camp Director

Shelby Kass, Associate Camp Director

Session One CITs

Session Two CITs

Spotlight: Community Partner
Brewers Community Foundation
When it comes to strong philanthropic partners, Brewers Community 
Foundation hits it out of the park. With a mission to “harness the pride, 
passion and commitment of Brewers fans, players and other supporters 
to positively impact the lives of children and their families in Greater 
Milwaukee and Wisconsin,” Brewers Community Foundation has made a 
“major league” impact on the JCC, our Albert & Ann Deshur JCC Rainbow 
Day Camp, and the hundreds of youth who have bene昀椀ted from their 
generosity.

What started as a relationship through sponsoring JCC signature events 
Laugh It Up Milwaukee and KidShare grew into a true partnership during the 
2015 JCC Maccabi Games. Recognizing the synergies in this Olympic-style 
athletic competition, Brewers Community Foundation and Debbie and Mark 
Attanasio stepped up to the plate as Presenting Sponsor of the Maccabi 
baseball tournament—which included a visit to the games by former 
Brewers owner and MLB Commissioner Bud Selig. 

The following summer, Brewers Wives worked through the foundation 
to fund a gift of 62 musical instruments for Rainbow Day Camp in Debbie 
Attanasio’s honor, Debbie being a product of Jewish camping herself. This 
donation added music to the enriching activities campers enjoy at Rainbow. 
These campers include nearly 400 children from the City of Milwaukee who 
attend Rainbow at no cost through our Road to Rainbow program (see 
story, facing page). 

Road to Rainbow was a perfect match for Brewers Community Foundation’s 
funding priorities: recreation programming serving low-income youth. One 
year later, Road to Rainbow received a generous grant from the foundation. 

One of Rainbow Day Camp’s special features is its large educational garden, 
where all campers spend time planting, harvesting, and learning about 
fresh produce and the growing process. Campers bene昀椀t from the literal 
fruits (and vegetables) of their labors, enjoying the crops as snacks and at a 
weekly camp salad bar. It was Debbie’s joy with the previous Brewers Wives 
gift that inspired foundation Executive Director Cecelia Gore to call JCC 
President & CEO Mark Shapiro for a second gift idea to honor Debbie. The 
garden resonated with Gore and the Wives, who dreamed up a “Brew Grew” 
garden at Rainbow. 

This new garden is shaped like a baseball diamond, with plant beds running 
between the bases, and sun昀氀owers surrounding the in昀椀eld. Each summer 
will have its own Brew Grew theme; summer 2019 features pickling. 

The Brewers Wives will visit Rainbow in June to help plant and tend their 
garden. Rainbow Day Camp Director Lenny Kass and his team are looking 
forward to working with Brewers Community Foundation and the Brewers 
Wives for many summers to come… this partnership is a home run!

“I am very proud of our 

long-standing partnership 

with the JCC.  Our focus 

on health, education, 

recreation and basic needs 

aligns perfectly with the 

mission.  Brewers Community 

Foundation, our players and 

wives have been appreciative 

of the opportunity to 

recognize Debbie Attanasio 

at Rainbow Day Camp and 

other important programs.  

When we all play on the 

same team - everybody 

wins!” 

- Cecelia Gore
Executive Director,  

Brewers Community Foundation
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‘Why We Invest in the J’

The Jewish Community Pantry ‘plays a vital role in the lives of so many’
“Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) is very important in our family, and the 
Jewish Community Pantry exempli昀椀es this concept by helping not only our 
Jewish community, but so many communities around us. We feel that it is 
necessary to support organizations that can help a diverse group and the 
Jewish Community Pantry does just that. It plays a vital role in the lives of 
so many.”

- Carrie  & David Steinberger

David  & Carrie Steinberger, with their 
children Jack, Danielle & Taylor. 

Lee Bernfeld and his son enjoy  
Shabbat Among Friends. The Steve & Shari Sadek Family Camp Interlaken JCC  

 ‘made me who I am today’
“Camp Interlaken has been a part of me for as long as I can remember. I 
started going to camp as a 昀椀ve-year-old in 1991 at Family Camp before 

eventually becoming a real camper in 1995, OZO in 2003, and sta昀昀 
until 2008. I have visited camp for at least a few hours every year for 

28 summers. I learned to waterski at camp, made lifelong friends, and 
experienced Judaism in a fun and truly amazing environment. From the 

counselors I looked up to as role models, to the leadership experiences on 
sta昀昀, camp made me who I am today. I want other campers and sta昀昀 to 

experience that magic for many summers to come.”
- David Winter

 David Winter (right) with 2003 Ozrim at Camp 
Interlaken’s 50th Anniversary celebration in 2015

‘We would love to help another family experience the JCC’
“We give because of the activities and resources that the J has—it’s meant 
a lot to our family. We’ve gotten so much out of the JCC through family fun 
nights, access to the play areas and enrichment classes that our children are 
involved in, and we would love to help another family experience that.”

- Paula & Matt Krukar

Paula & Matt Krukar, with their children 
Makenna and Brogan.

Tapestry: Arts & Ideas from the JCC ‘means so much to us’
“Each year we support Tapestry because we want our community to have 

access to the richness of theater, movies, and Jewish arts and ideas. The 
braiding of fellowship with others, while sharing common interests, means 

so much to us.”
- Ken & Dee Stein

Shabbat Among Friends
Harold Grinspoon Foundation & PJ Library Help Families Connect

PJ Library is creating friendships in southeastern Wisconsin. Through a 
generous grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, a new “Shabbat 
Among Friends” program is introducing families to one another. By sharing 
Shabbat experiences, parents and children are getting to know one another 
better.

The idea is relatively simple: after playing “matchmaker,” three or four 
families are grouped together—through geography, children’s ages or other 
demographic identi昀椀ers. A lead family hosts their new friends for a Shabbat 
experience. 

A “Shabbat experience” can mean a Thursday night challah braiding party, 
Friday night Shabbat dinner, Saturday morning Shabbat brunch, or Saturday 
night Havdalah dinner party. Recognizing that families have di昀昀erent needs, 
the program is 昀氀exible to make Shabbat special and help friendships form 
organically. 

One Shabbat experience with families is great; three gatherings with the 
same group is even better—that’s when the friendships develop. This 
one-year “Shabbat Among Friends” grant o昀昀ers three large activities for 
all small groups to gather, as well as three home-hosted Shabbat activities. 
PJ Library parent Andrea Kitsis was hired to help Rabbi Shari Shamah guide 
families along their journey. Andrea is having fun connecting with these 
families.

“It’s an incredible feeling knowing that I’m helping to create new friendships 
for parents and their children,” Andrea says. “My favorite part so far has 
been following up with each host after their event. Everyone has been 
pleasantly surprised at how comfortable it felt welcoming new families into 
their homes.”

So far, the reactions have been extremely positive. After a kicko昀昀 “Shabbat 
Among Friends” group program in November, where participants made 
challah covers, braided challah, enjoyed dinner together and sang Shabbat 
songs with JCC Jewish Music Specialist Wendy Cohen, the small groups 
began forming. Currently, eight groups have formed and held their 昀椀rst 
Shabbat experiences; many have had their second gatherings. 

Liz, who moved with her husband from St. Louis to White昀椀sh Bay and has 
a 2 ½ year-old daughter, shared, “Not being from Milwaukee, we’re always 
looking for ways to meet new people, so we really enjoy it!” 

Arielle is a Fox Point resident originally from Minnesota. The mom to two 
boys—an infant and a toddler—said, “We loved seeing the kids all playing 
together so nicely and with such joy. It was great to get to know people 
from the community better—some that we had met before brie昀氀y but not 
really gotten to know.”

PJ Library celebrates Jewish values, culture, and tradition through the joy of story 
books. It is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, which invests in projects 
that provide a strong return on investment for the Jewish community. The Harry & Rose 
Samson Family JCC is proud to host PJ Library in Milwaukee.

“We are thrilled to be 

funding Milwaukee for 

its innovative Shabbat 

among Friends program. 

Through these small-group, 

home-hosted gatherings, 

programs such as these are 

empowering parents to 

create their own meaningful 

Jewish experiences for their 

family and friends...” 

- Tracy Newman
PJ Library Engagement Grant Lead,

Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Committee
Olga Mesenbourg – Chair

Melissa Barnett
Jessica Carpenter

Erin Chernov
Ellen Goot

Andrea Kitsis
Stephanie Miller

Laura Roberts
Erin Stern

Laura Witkov
Sta昀昀 – Rabbi Shari Shamah
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KidShare 2018

MASTER CHEF 
Anonymous Fund of the JCF
Marcus Corporation

SOUS CHEF
Milwaukee Admirals
Richard A. Ross & Family
Total Cleaning Systems

CHEF DE CUISINE
BMO Harris Bank
First Bank Financial Centre
Hupy & Abraham SC
Husch Blackwell
Medical College Physicians  

& Community Physicians
Peck Foundation, Milwaukee LTD.
W T S International 

EXECUTIVE CHEF 
Abt: Appliances & Electronics
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
BILTRITE 

Furniture-Leather-Mattresses
Bruce Gendelman 

Insurance Services
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Marcus Hotels & Resorts
Park Bank
PNC Bank
Quarles & Brady LLP
RSM
Alicia & Bryan Sado昀昀 
Senior Helpers 

/ Jamie & Felicia Miller
Skylark Automatic Vending Inc.
Sue & Rick Strait
Tabak Law LLC
Teschendorf & Shrock Inc.
Yellow Wood & Atid Properties

CHEF DE PARTIE 
Linda & Dan Bader
Nancy & Jim Barnett
Barb & Bill Bodner
Clearwing
Suzy Ettinger
Gass Weber Mullins, LLC
Barry Goodstein
Pam Kriger
Medical College of WI 

Dept of Emergency Medicine
Ogletree Deakins Nash 
Smoak & Stewart
Robertson Ryan & Associates /
Joe & Debbie Kasle
Kerns Carpet One
Jody & David Margolis
M3 / Jordan & Kimmy Herbert
Mutual of America
Dottie Rotter
Sheryl & Jonathan Rubin
Rabbi Shari & Dr. Corey Shamah
Robert & Pam Smith
TSMGI: The Specialized 

Marketing Group, Inc.
Eve Joan Zucker

A LA CARTE
Brent & Kelly Arnold
Brian Feiges & Tamar Kelber
Rick & Patty Gattoni 
Jennifer & Michael Gilbert
David Goldberg 

& Kristin Schroederus
Becca & Michael Guralnick
Jenny & Brian Leibl
Ryan & Lauren O’Desky
Lawrence & Jennifer Skor
Ken & Dee Stein
Alisa & David Wasserman

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Tobin Solutions / Cherny Family
WINE BAR
Miller Squared Inc.

TOTE BAGS
Ink to the People 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Zaitz Photography / Dan Zaitz

MEDIA SPONSOR
Milwaukee Business Journal

IN-KIND
Paper Envy / Debbie Pape

PARTING GIFTS
Rebel Green

TASTE OF KIDSHARE
Ferrante’s at the JCC
Hannah’s Kitchen
Pretzilla

CO-CHAIRS
David Cohn
Sheryl & Jonathan Rubin

AUCTION
Brian Andrews
Steven Arenzon
Elyse Cohn
Ari Domnitz
Reenie Kavalar
Jamie Miller
Jody Margolis
Rabbi Shari Shamah
Victoria Underwood
Diane Wagan
Jody Stein Weber
Jessica Vroman

We’re Grateful to Our Event Sponsors & Volunteers

KidShare 2018 Co-chair, David Cohn (r), with Ron Miller KidShare 2018 Co-chairs, Jonathan & Sheryl Rubin,  
with their children, Carly & Micah

Laugh It Up Milwaukee

LIUM 2019

TITLE SPONSOR
Anonymous Fund of the Jewish 

Community Foundation
Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust

PRESENTING SPONSOR
TODAY’S TMJ4 
Total Clean

MEDIA SPONSOR 
88Nine Radio Milwaukee
Milwaukee Business Journal

EVENT SPONSOR
Linda & Daniel Bader
Brewers Community Foundation
Cobalt Partners & Zizzo Group 

Engagement Marketing
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Northwestern Mutual 
OnMilwaukee
Tabak Law

PARTICIPATING SPONSOR
Atid Properties / Yellow Wood
BILTRITE 

Furniture - Leather - Mattresses
Bruce Gendelman Company
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Suzy B. Ettinger

Kahler Slater
Joe & Debbie Kasle
Ken & Dee Stein 
Marcus Corporation
Medical College of Wisconsin- Dept. of 

Emergency Medicine
Melinda Ste昀昀ey & Dr. Bruce Weiss / 

United Health Care
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Business Journal
Peck Foundation, Milwaukee LTD.
Bryan & Alicia Sado昀昀
Senior Helpers / Jamie & Felicia Miller
Dr. Corey & Rabbi Shari Shamah
Skylark Vending
Sue & Rick Strait 
Wells Fargo
Wisconsin Knitwear  

/ Steven & Robin Arenzon

LIUM CO-CHAIRS
Jamie & Felicia Miller
Fred & Leigh Tabak

LIUM 2019 Co-chairs:
Leigh & Fred Tabak, Felicia & Jamie Miller

THANK YOU to MARCUS THEATRES 

for 21 years of  generous support.

Generously Supported by

Milwaukee Jewish Film  Festival

We’re Grateful to Our Event Sponsors & Volunteers

COMMITTEE
Co-Chairs: Cindy Benjamin • Ronna Bromberg Pachefsky

Elsie Crawford • Suzy Ettinger • Susan Friebert • Pam Kriger • Marie Kohler • Brian Mani • Keren Weishaus • Eva Zaret

Sta昀昀: Micki Seinfeld • Laurie Herman • Jody Hirsh
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Anonymous (2)
Jamie Lyn Adashek
Beth Alling
Steve & Joy Appel
Daniel N. Baer
Drs. Brian & Laurel Bear
Samantha Bear
Deborah & Aaron Bernstein
Adam Bilsky
Karee Bilsky
Tova Blasberg
Mark Brickman Family
Peggy Brill
Shoshanah & Joshua Bruesewitz
Haley J. Carneol
Stephen & Jane Chernof
Jack Chorowsky
Hazzan Carey & Sharon Cohen
Simcha & Julie Cohen
Randie & Shelby Collier
Ari & Angela Domnitz
Rebecca Eisenberg  

& Curtis Smolar & Family
Andrew Enders
David & Catherine Fantle
Larry, Melissa, 

Emily & Jane Feldmesser
Deborah Elyse Fendrich
Ari & Jennifer Friedman
Mara Gollin-Garrett  

& Jon*, Ellie & Abby Garrett
Larry & Geli Golopol

Paul Greenspan
Harold Grinspoon
Graham Ho昀昀man
Paul & Betty* Jacobs
Jonah & Grace Kaplan
Debra & Moshe Katz Family
Hannah Katz
Jake Kavalar
David Korenthal
Wes & Michelle La昀昀erty
Toni Davison Levenberg 

& Jonah Levenberg
Jordy & Jessie Loeb
Tedd & Julie Lookatch
Maureen S. Luddy 
Jori Marcus
Stephanie Marks
Ronald & Fran Meyers
Hans & Donna Moser
Mitch & Cheryl Moser
Steven & Stacey Nye
Sharyl & Bob Paley
Richard A. Peal
Jill & Jay Plavnick
Rosalie Rochwenger Rellin
Sophie Rosen
Harriet & Stuart* Rothman
Mitch & Emily Rotter
Sheryl & Jonathan Rubin
Alyssa Rubnitz
Alicia & Bryan Sado昀昀
Rachel Saslove

Dick Selby
Abigail Sellman
Joel, Laurie, Julie & Scott Shapiro
Sharon, Mark, Carli & Sophie Shapiro
Diane & Gary Sobel
James H. Stein
Alex Strnad
James A. Sweet Family
Philip Tavill
Jessica Tolkan
David & Jenna Turner,  

Jocelyn Kalkman & Josh Turner
Ian Wagan

Jonah M. Wagan
Meredith Wagner
Dara Winter
David Winter
Sylvia & Michael Winter
Evan Michael Wool
Tracey Wool
Diane & Eric Zall
James* & Eve Joan Zucker 

Steve & Shari Sadek Family Camp Interlaken JCC Legacy CircleOur Family of Endowment Funds

Anonymous (4)
Nancy & Jim Barnett
Drs. Laurel & Brian Bear
Susan & Allan Carneol
Jane & Stephen Chernof
David Cohn
Albert & Ann Deshur Memorial Fund
James & Penny Deshur
Gregory S. Dorf
Ken Eichenbaum*
Michele & Joe Ellner 
Suzy B. Ettinger
Larry & Melissa Feldmesser
Deborah Elyse Fendrich
Neena & Rick Florsheim

Roberta Forman*
Ari & Jennifer Friedman
Danni Gendelman
Mark & Dawn Jubelirer
Debbie & Joe Kasle
Stan & Lee Kass*
Moshe & Debra Katz
Reenie Kavalar
Benjamin Kranitz
Steve Kurzon
Ruth & Hyman W. Madnek*
James & Felicia Miller
Susan Angel Miller & Ron Miller
Cheryl & Mitch Moser
Ryan & Lauren O’Desky

Adam & Laura Peck
Jay & Jill Plavnick
Rosalie Rochwenger Rellin
Lucy & Jack* Rosenberg
Harriet & Stuart* Rothman
Mert* & Dottie Rotter
Sheryl & Jon Rubin
Alicia & Bryan Sado昀昀
Dr. Corey & Rabbi Shari Shamah
Sharon & Mark Shapiro
Diane & Gary Sobel
Ken & Dee Stein
Sue & Rick Strait
James A. & Elaine C. Sweet
Fred Tabak

Max Taglin*
Michael Tarno昀昀
Libby Temkin
Howard & Diane Wagan
Ruth & Jonathan Wallace
Bruce Weiss & Melinda Ste昀昀ey
James* & Eve Joan Zucker

JCC Create a Jewish Legacy

*of blessed memory

Adult Programs & Services
Ruth & Joe Hirschberg
Sol J. Kahn
Rebecca Liberman
Louis H. Rotter
Harry & Celia Siegel
Selma & Hy Zeiger Family KOACH
JCC KOACH Programming
JCC OFF Center

Camping Funds
Elaine & William Appel
Edith & George Bach Camping
Camp Interlaken Music Program
Neiland & Amelia Vish Cohen
Ateret Cohn Scholar-in-Residence
Albert & Ann Deshur Family JCC 

Rainbow Day Camp
Harry Dizack JCC Camp Interlaken 

Scholarship
Dorf Family Camp Interlaken Avodah
Karen Edelstein Memorial
Alan I. & Sanford J. Ettinger
Roberta Forman Family Rainbow Day 

Camp Judaic Playground
Brenda Friedman Ulam and Theater 

Building
Friends of Camp Interlaken 
Friends of Rainbow Day Camp
Mildred Roth Goldberg
Dr. Sherwood W. & Seema Gorens
Linda Hay CIL Family Camp
Betty & Paul Jacobs K’far Noar
Stan & Lee Kass JCC Rainbow Day 

Camp Nature
Gary Katz Rainbow Day Camp Sports 

Complex
Eli & Helen Keller
Kennedy Barnett Family Camp 

Interlaken
Kids 4 Kids @ Camp JCC Scholarship
David Jonathon Kohl Camp Interlaken 

Scholarship
MacKenzie Wagan CIL Sta昀昀 

Scholarship
Alan & Rita Marcuvitz Family Camp 

Interlaken
Dr. Ronald & Fran Meyers Family 

Camp Interlaken Facility
Lorraine & Morry Mitz Family 

Interlaken Chadar Ochel
Alvin & Joan Pereles
Phi Delta Epsilon
Plavnick Family Camp Interlaken
Anne Primakow
RDC Keep Smiling Sta昀昀 Sustainability
Horace J. & Idabelle Rosen Children’s 

Camp Scholarship
“Bubbe” Jean Rubin Camp Interlaken 

Canteen
Rubin Family Camp Interlaken 

Scholarship

Steve & Shari Sadek Family Camp 
Interlaken JCC

Schuminsky Family Camp Interlaken 
JCC Scholarship

Je昀昀rey Sehler
Faye Greenberg Sigman Family Camp 

Interlaken Scholarship
Adam (AJ) Sobel Camp Interlaken 

Scholarship
Bette & Martin Stern
Tracy Sweet Camp Interlaken JCC 

Scholarship
Catherine & Nathan Wahlberg
Catherine & Nathan Wahlberg Family 

Nature Center
Bob & Jeane Zarne
James & Eve Joan Zucker

Children’s Education
Robyn Temkin Family Theater and 

School
Kelly Weil

Cultural Arts
Kenneth Eichenbaum Cultural Arts
Shel and Danni Gendelman Family
Marty Marcus Visual Arts
Shirley Meis JCC Endowment for 

Dance & Music Arts
Harry & Gertrude Morton Family
Harriet & Stuart Rothman Jewish 

Culture
Bessie Segall
Sylvia & Robert Seinfeld Jewish Film 

Festival
Tybie Taglin Cultural Arts
Tapestry Arts & Ideas

Early Childhood
Pat and Barry Goodstein Family Early 

Childhood Scholarship
JCC Early Childhood
Ketten/Miringo昀昀 Family Early 

Childhood Scholarship
Steven Lefco Gan Ami Scholarship
Phil & Monya Tolkan Playground
Dr. Jerome & Lillian Ulan Early 

Childhood 
Linda and Fred Wein Family Center 

for Gan Ami Early Childhood

Education
David David Tolerance Education

Health, Recreation & Fitness
Judell W. Biller
Mark & Barbara Glazer Community 

Wellness
Tommy & Betty Grossman Memorial
Gary & Judy Guten Family Longevity
Larry Lederman
Maccabi Youth
Ruth & Hyman W. Madnek Aquatic
North River Racquet Club

Hyman Popuch
Marshall Rotter Memorial
Roman Shklyar Tennis Scholarship
Hy & Richard Smith JCC Family Park
Michael & Carol Tarno昀昀
Sherwood Temkin Youth Sports

Holocaust Resources
Arthur & Rose Chrustowski Yom 

Hashoah
Raye & David David
Sam & Edith Kopel Family Yom 

Hashoah
Eva & Leon Lepold Family Yom 

Hashoah
William & Franka Neufeld Holocaust 

Education Memorial
Walter W. Peltz Memorial Endowment 

for Furthering Holocaust Education
Luba Szlosberg
Pincus & Bluma Weinstock Yom 

Hashoah
JCC Holocaust Education Fund

Israel Related
Merton & Dorothy Rotter
Yom Ha’atzmaut/Walk for Israel – 

Schuster Metals/Atid Properties

JCC General
Julius & Mildred Atkins
Brynn & Jerry Bloch
Warren & Wendy Blumenthal
Breslauer Family Flagpole
Irving L. Chortek Jewish Community 

Pantry
Eugene & Jean Eisman Scholarship
Executive Director Discretionary
Cyril Gross
J. Caryl Hymen Memorial
Jewish Community Pantry
Gilbert Meisel
Prospect Avenue
Cindy & Max Rasansky
Joseph Rosenberg
Harry & Rose Samson Family
Shon Family Facilities & Equipment
Silverman Family
Sam Soref
Tonkens Memorial
JCC Jewish Singles LiNK
JCC Unrestricted

Jewish Youth Programming
Ateret Cohn
Shamah Family  

Jewish Programming
Joe E. Smith
Jack & Shirley Weiner
Howard Weinshel
JCC Youth

Judaic Education
Roy & Rosalie Kaiman Nirenberg
Morris & Fannie Weingrod
JCC Judaic Education

Leadership & Sta昀昀
I.E. Goldberg
James L. Miller L’dor V’dor Leadership 
Maurice Ritz
Julie Miller Sanicola JCC Lifetime of 

Service
Mark Shapiro Sta昀昀 Enrichment

Library
George & Ida Bursak

Parenting & Family Services
Dr. Herbert & Ruth Giller
Faye Jubelirer
Mantel Sisters’ Family Fund to Assist 

Women in Crisis
Harold & Terry Nash JCC Family & 

Parenting Center
Aaron & Gertrude Weiss Scholarship
JCC Parenting Center

Special Needs
Robert & Mimi Habush JCC Special 

Needs
Miller Brewing Company Special 

Needs Chaverim
Donald A. Pollack Memorial Fund for 

Children with Special Needs
JCC Special Needs

Our Endowment Holders and Legacy Donors Ensure Our Future

JCC MISSION STATEMENT

The Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish 
Community Center is a non-pro昀椀t, social 
service agency founded upon Jewish ethics 

and values. It is committed to meeting the 
ever-changing needs of the entire Jewish 

community for strengthening Jewish identity 

and for enriching the quality of Jewish life.

The Center provides the total community with 
a forum for open dialogue regarding matters 
a昀昀ecting Jewish life here, in Israel and 
throughout the world. It initiates diversi昀椀ed 
social, educational, recreational and cultural 
programs within a Jewish setting. 

The JCC is a partner in serving the community 
with the Milwaukee Jewish Federation, is 
a昀케liated with the JCC Association of North 
America and a bene昀椀ciary agency of The 
United Way of Greater Milwaukee.14 15

https://www.jccmilwaukee.org/give/legacy-giving/
http://www.jccmilwaukee.org/give/legacy-giving/


Thank You to Our Foundation & Corporate Partners, and Our Supporting Members

The Anonymous Fund of the Jewish Community 
Foundation

The Isabel and Alfred Bader Fund - a Bader 
Philanthropy

Brewers Community Foundation, Inc. 
Charter Manufacturing Company Foundation
Irving L. Chortek Charitable Fund in Memory of 

Robert & Jennie Chortek 
    of the Jewish Community Foundation
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin
Foundation for Jewish Camp
Greater Milwaukee Foundation: ELM II Fund 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Hunger Task Force

Jewish Community Foundation 
Jewish Women’s Endowment Fund
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Empty Bowls
Milwaukee Jewish Federation
The Nachshon Project
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Peck Foundation, Milwaukee LTD.
Roundy’s Fund of the Kroger Foundation
Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust
Stackner Family Foundation
Maurice S. Surlow Memorial Fund of the Jewish 

Community Foundation

Clarice S. Turer Charitable Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation

United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha 
County

Joseph & Vera Zilber Family Donor Advised Fund of 
the Jewish Community Foundation 

Foundation & Corporate Partners

Supporting Members

HOZIM/VISIONARIES
James & Nancy Barnett
Moshe & Debra Katz
Jamie & Felicia Miller
Carol & Alan Pohl
Bryan & Alicia Sado昀昀
Corey & Shari Shamah
Richard & Susan Strait

SHOMRIM/PRESERVERS
Allan & Paula Goldman
Tabak Family

BONIM/BUILDERS
Jane Gellman
Debbie & Joe Kasle

TOMCHIM/SUPPORTERS
Ken & Dee Stein

PATRONS
Daniel & Linda Bader
Brian & Laurel Bear
Warren & Wendy Blumenthal
Jason & Anne Burroughs
Richard & Neena Florsheim
Judy Guten
Stephen & Anne Kravit
Allen & Laura Leverett
David & Melina Marcus
David & Rachael Marks
Mitchell & Cheryl Moser
Armin & Hollie Nankin
David & Abigail Nash
Harry & Marilyn Pelz
David & Angela Price
Noah & Marina Rickun
Jason & Jennifer Rosenberg
Dan & Julie Rosenfeld

Jonathan & Sheryl Rubin
Michael & Holly Russek
Lawrence and Jennifer Skor
Harris Turer
Steven & Jodi Weber

BENEFACTORS
William & Elaine Appel
Bert & Marlene Bilsky
Mark & Cheryl Brickman
Mark & Barbara Glazer
Michael & Betsy Green
Michael & Rebecca Guralnick
Robert Habush
Paul Wierzba

We thank the following members for their visionary, generous annual commitment of support – which makes an impact on our community every day.  

Message from Elyse & Harriet

This past year, the JCC sta昀昀 and board of directors rolled 
out a strategic roadmap for the agency, outlining six 
imperatives to guide our work in the years ahead. One of 
these aspirational goals concerns how our agency views 
philanthropy:

The JCC shall serve the entire community as a home for high-
impact, highly accountable philanthropic investment.

We love this statement! 

With strong leadership by President & CEO Mark Shapiro, 
current Board Chair Joe Kasle, past Board Chair Jamie 
Miller, and lay leader Nancy Kennedy Barnett, our team has 
spent 2018 focusing on fostering a culture of philanthropy 
among all stakeholders of the JCC. The process has been 
professionally and personally ful昀椀lling for us—engaging 
sta昀昀, board, volunteers and donors. Best of all, we see it 
working. Our evolving culture of philanthropy is having a 
palpable, measurable impact on our agency, and on all who 
bene昀椀t from our work.

As our highly valued supporters, you have made an impact 
here. We hope that the stories shared in this year’s report 
con昀椀rm it. We are grateful to you.

This past year has also been one of professional and 
personal change for us both. In September, Harriet—the 
woman who has led the JCC’s development e昀昀orts for a 
decade—moved into a newly created, vitally important 
role, one where she can deepen her relationships with you, 
ensuring that your investment in JCC programs brings you 
joy and makes a great impact. Harriet’s teammate Elyse, who 
has served the JCC in a part-time development capacity, 
has enthusiastically stepped in to continue the success that 
started with Harriet. 

Together, we will work to uphold that important strategic 
imperative stated above. We are here for you. Please visit us 
anytime!

With gratitude,

JCC Board of Directors 2018-2019

OFFICERS

Joseph Kasle Chair of the Board

Nancy Kennedy Barnett Vice Chair

William Bodner Vice Chair

Michele Ellner Vice Chair

Laura Peck Vice Chair

Sheryl Rubin Vice Chair

Ken Stein Vice Chair

Ryan O’Desky Secretary/Treasurer

DIREC TORS

Nancy Appel

Steven Arenzon

Melissa Barnett

David Cohn

Brad Dallet

Stephanie Dykeman

Dr. David Goldberg

Jordan Herbert

Reenie Kavalar

Tami Kent

Dr. Steven Mo昀케c
Ronna Bromberg Pachefsky

Julie Rosenfeld

LaQuondra Shaw

Howard Siegal

Robert Smith

Fred Tabak

Jessica Vroman

David Wasserman

Scott Yauck

FINANCIAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT STAFF

Ruth Wallace, Senior Development Associate

Kira Nehmer, Development Coordinator

Harriet Rothman
Major Gifts Manager
hrothman@jccmilwaukee.org
414-967-8239

Elyse Cohn
Chief Development O昀케cer
ecohn@jccmilwaukee.org
414-967-8188
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Find Your Center.

Jewish Artists’ Lab artist Clarice Zucker talks with visitor Debbie Wicentowski


